


CONVENC ION 59923 FEBRERO 6, 1935 





APERTURA DE LA SESION 







Se abre la sesién a las 5:20 p. me ocupando el estrado el 





Presidente, Hone Claro Me Recto. 



















EL PRESIDENTE. Se abre la sesién. 


| DISPENSACION DE LA LECTURA DE LA LISTA Y 
A | DEL ACTA 
Wy SRe MARAMARAs Sre Presidente, pido que se dispense la lectura 


de la lista y del acta, y que esta se dé por aprobada. 
: : EL PRESIDENTE. Tiene la Asamblea alguna objecién a la mocion? 
(Silencio). La Mesa no oye ningunae . ueda aprobada. 
SRe RAFOLSe Sre Presidente. 
EL PRESIDENTE. Sre Delegado.e 
SRe RAFOLS. Desde ayer tengo registradauna resolutsién, en 
la que se pide al Honorable Presidente de la Saemblea informe 
a la misma sobre quienes son los miem ros del omite delstilo, 
| que han emprendido la gloriosa e inmortal obra de perfeccionar 
nuestra © onstitucién. 
EL PRESIDENTE. Para mafiana se va a considerar eso. 
kl Delegado Gullas quiere hace uso del pribilegio de la media 





hora, consumiendo diez minutos solamente, y después del discurso 
| de dicho delegado que duraré, segun el, unos diez o q: ince mi- 
x hutos, levantaremos la sesién hasta mafiana, a las diez del dfa. 
Tiene la palabra el Delegado Gullas: 


SPEECH OF DELEGATE GULLAS 
- | MRe GULLAS. Mr. President and fellow delegates: Allow me 
; please to take yp your time for a few minutes, while the power- 
Jee ful committee on style is retouching, remodelling, revising, 
| @nd revamping the draft. lir. President, a local writer has cri- 






ticiged the draft that we have just prepared stating that it is 
nothing by a copy from plain copy and that it is far from being 
ideal. We should welcome criticisms of this kind. As a mtter 

of fact, thruout the Philippines today, the people are asking 










2 FOF 


whether this constitution we have drafted is a good one or a bad 







one, whether this convention is a signal success or a dismal fail 





uree We are imcompetent to answer these questions. President 

























ey 
= * quezon made his answer. But we would rather leave this matter to 
if the public and to posterity to decide. Mr. President, I wish to 
= remind you, however, that in 1848 France drafted an ideal cons- 
titution but now nobody pays attention to that constitution. Once 
na | Latin was the ideal universal language; now that language is 
ae ™ dead. What may be an ideal constitution in others may not work 
sii in practice in the Philippines. ‘the merits of a constitution 
or a governuent is not its form but its practical services to 
ae the people and the amount of happiness and well-being that it 
~~ #® prings to the nation. In the prepabation of this draft, we 
+ recruited the best legal minds of the country, to the 
Bhp sponsorship comnittee, to the sub-sponsorship committee and 
to the style comnittee. We hare recruited the best legal minds 
ni and the sharpest constitutional blades and the best academicians 
“an and scholars of the convention. I wish to make it emphatic 
Ff that this constitution is not the work of one man, ar one come- 
eae | : mittee but the work of the entire convention, representing 
> @® Christians and Non-Christians, menfrom the highland and from 
ihe 4 the low lands, juristss, phyeicians, doctors, prdests and laymen. 
ce Gentlemen of the Convention, some have contributed more and 


BGS. some have contributed less, but everybody has placed his 
Shoulderes in the wheel. However, it should be borne in mind, 
because there is a an article in one of the papers this morning 
protesting against the ideal, the philosophy that is placed 

in the constitution, that the trained and outstanding members 

of the convention have influenced a great deal the form of go- 
vermment and political principles, the constitutional principles 





that we have adopted. 

Re ESCAREAL. Will the gentleman yield to an information as 
to what he is driving at? 
MRe GULLAS. The same question has been asked and I am making 




















these remarks because there is no draft yet before the 





Convention, and in order to make a comparative study and to 
answer a iew questions and criticisms that hal been launched 
against the Assembly, especially in the» reparation of the draft, 
























I wish however, to state to the lonorable Delegates that pto- 
pably we shall be able to finish this convention this week 

or nect week and I would like to invite my fellow delegates. 

I made these remarks because some one made mention that it would 
be a good idea if we could perpetuate the nameof this convention 
and the members of this convention. I do not know what is the 
idea of the members but as I think, one of the things that we 
have derived from this convention is the friendship, the comar 
radship, the camaraderie, that has existed among use At the 
beginning there was some sort of a party spirit prevaling but 
that has melted, the party line scrambled in the heat of collece- 
tiug ideas of responsability. As a matter of fact one of the 
things mentioned in the article is precisely the electoral c ome 
missions As a member of the minority, we shall believe that taking 
in the article is precisely the electoral comuissione)s a mem- 
ber.of the minority, we believe that taking into consideration 
the proponderating influence, the dominance of the majority of 
this convention by sherre number, they made a great concessions 
to the minority, and they have given it power, and thru the elec- 
tion of this committee, this Assembly has shown its broad-minded- 
ness and spirit of justice. Mr. President, the idea has been 
breached and would like to manifest to you that the idea 

80n why we should not creat some sort of a clud, some sort of 

&2 Organization in order to foment soe of friendship among the 
members of delegates. Mr. President and members of the convention 





Il understand that there are many friends who are eking out, who 





Whéh to co out because we have a number of enegagements - there 






are engagements waiting for in the University of the Philippines 






but before adjourning, please allow me to state to you, Mr. Pre 
Sident and fellow delegates that I wish to thank the President 





aS 


ta 


and the members of this Convention for the acts of courtesy and 


friendship that we have received from you and we all thank the 
public for giving us the privilege to serve our people in the 
preparation of the Constitution that will be the fundamental law 


of the countrys 


LEVANTAMIENTO DE LA SESION. 
EL PRESIDENTE. Si no hay objecién, la Mesa levantard la see 
gién hasta mafiana, a las diez del dfa. (No hubo objecién.) 


Eran las 530 pe Me 





